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About This Series

This course is one of the Insight Series of short (four
session) adult Bible study courses, each looking at an important
biblical topic or theme. Using these courses, you will gain insight
into a portion of the Scriptures as you hear what God is saying to
you there about Himself, about yourself, and about His Good
News of salvation in Jesus Christ. These insights will help you as
you go about your disciple's task of living in the Word, and will
equip you for a more fruitful study of the Word on your own in
the future.

Using This Course

This course is designed to be used for small-group discus
sions. Each of the four 60- to 90-minute sessions you will find in
this booklet will provide you with a clear picture of where the
session is going and what it is supposed to accomplish, give you
a way to lead into the session's study, provide input and discus
sion questions to guide your study of the text, suggest ways to
follow up on the study during the week, and offer closing wor
ship aids.

You will not need a teacher for this course. The printed ma
terial will guide you through the study. No one will have to be
the answerer. But you will get the most from these materials if
you:

1. Assign a leader for each session. That person should:

a. Make sure he or she works through the material before
the session and, if possible, looks at some additional re
sources to enrich your study.

b. Begin and end the session with worship. The devotional
time may be quite brief; a prayer or a Bible reading is suffi
cient. You might assign the opening and closing to a wor
ship leader for each session.

c. Keep the discussion moving. There is a tendency to get
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bogged down on some questions or points. The leader
should be willing to say, "We'd better move on to the next
point."

d. Make some choices if time is limited. The leader will
want to select those items from the session's content that
seem to be most helpful if it is clear there will not be time to
work through all of the material.

e. Listen. Make sure everyone is heard. Give each a chance
to speak. Encourage participation.

f. Pray for all participants.

2. Prepare for each session. The discussion will work better, the
material will be more meaningful, and the Word will speak
more clearly if everyone in the class works through the ses
sion's material before the class session. Even if preparation is
limited to reading through the texts that will be a part of the
session's study, the effort will enrich your study.

3. Meet regularly (at least once a week) in a convenient and com
fortable place. Too much time between sessions means that
learning will be forgotten and much time will be used in con
stant review. Too little time between sessions does not allow
time for you to connect what you have learned to your daily
living.

4. Provide resources. Preparation that includes a chance to look
at commentaries, Bible dictionaries, Bible reference books,
maps, and so on will add to your class. Encourage those who
do such research to contribute what they have learned or dis
covered as you study.

5. Encourage participation. The course offers many opportunities
to discuss biblical texts and to talk about application of the
Word to each individual's life. The key is sharing. Everyone
should have a chance to listen and to be heard. The goal is
encouragement. We want to build one another up as we study
the Word. We want to share the hope and the strength we re
ceive by the power of the Spirit through that Word. We want
to allow each person to come closer to the Savior as he or she
encounters Him in the Word. Emphasize the positive. Share
the joy of the Gospel. Celebrate His promised presence as
"two or three" gather in His name.
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Participant Introduction

The Old Testament is rich and overflowing with God's
Gospel promises, but not everyone sees it that way. Unfortu
nately, for many, the Old Testament is difficult to understand.
To others it's as forbidding as a desert mountain from which a
rumbling, stem God imposes His harsh laws. If in the Old Tes
tament there is a gracious God, not only the just God of the
Law, we need a key to see Him.

Martin Luther says the key is Jesus Christ. "If you would
interpret well and confidently, set Christ before you, for He is the
man to whom it [the Old Testament] applies, every bit of it" (AE
35:247).

Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament comes by seeing a type
of Him in some of the people, events, and places recorded in
these Scriptures. Reading and studying the Old Testament in this
way will not only make it come alive for us, but as it shows us
God's Son already preparing to redeem us, it will help our faith
in Him grow.

John Moe
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(!g Session 1 8!)

He Opens the Scriptures

Our Goals for This Session

By the power of God's Spirit working through His Word,
we will

discover how Jesus used the Old Testament Scriptures as
His credentials to show that He was the Messiah promised
by God the Father;

recognize how the entire Old Testament points to Jesus
Christ;

reaffirm that Jesus is the Messiah God promised to send us,
and that through Him we have eternal life.

Getting Started

Two men dragged themselves back home to Emmaus,
probably wondering why they ever left. The high hopes that had
drawn them to Jerusalem were dashed in the flash and fury of a
few days. Their leader, the prophet who promised great things,
allowed Himself to be killed-put to death as a common crimi
nal. The governor labeled Him traitor. The religious leaders
called Him blasphemer. But the two men walking home had
called Him Savior, and the terrible tum of events they called a
tragedy. Their man, after all, was from God! Like no one before,
He showed the love of God for common and sinful men like
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themselves. And now what? What did their man's death say
about how God really felt toward hurting people? How could
God let all this go on?

Read the rest of the story in Luke 24:13-32.

Getting into the Word

20/20 Hindsight

1. Of all the resurrection accounts, the one of Jesus walking
to Emmaus with two disciples is a favorite of many. Why do you
suppose that is so? Talk about it.

2a. Read what they expressed about this experience in Luke
24:32. When has sharing the Scriptures ever had the same effect
on you?

b. When has the Spirit given you an understanding of a part
of God's Word that previously had been unclear to you?
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3. In His Word we meet Jesus just as the Emmaus disciples
did. There we recognize who He really is. With the others in
your Bible study group, discuss the following points:

a. Look at Jesus' comment in Luke 24:25-26. According to
Jesus, what did the Old Testament (the prophets) foretell about
the promised Christ?

b. Do you think the Old Testament gave enough clues
about the Messiah so that people should have recognized Him?
Why or why not?

Certainly the Emmaus disciples saw the Old Testament in a
new way after Jesus opened it for them. Perhaps they never saw
Jesus there or the value of the Scriptures before. Yet after talking
with Jesus, they did-a classic example of 20/20 hindsight.

4a. Many people struggle with the Old Testament. They see
only laws, histories, and hard reading. Perhaps they need to see
it opened in Jesus. According to Jesus (v. 27), how much of the
Old Testament's contents are dedicated to showing us who the
Messiah is and what He came to do?

b. How does that insight help you see value in the Old Tes
tament?
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c. Read verses 45-47. Here Jesus opens the minds of the
rest of the disciples to understand the real meaning of the Old
Testament. What specific items about the Christ does the Old
Testament mention?

Sa. According to this summary of the Old Testament that
Jesus gives here, what did the prophets say that the Christ came
to do?

b. What would be the result of Christ's work for sinful peo
ple?

6. After hearing this from Jesus, what great promises could
you expect the Old Testament to have for you?

7a. Share with your group whether or not you expected the
Old Testament to reveal so much about Jesus. Why do you
imagine that so many people mistakenly believe that the Old
Testament contains only Law and the New Testament only
Gospel?
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b. What other reasons might there be that many Christians
are unfamiliar with the Old Testament?

Taking Aim: On or Off Target?

Many people in Jesus' day refused to accept the truth that
the Old Testament offered-even scriptural scholars stumbled.

Read John 5:36-40, 45-46. Jesus' accusation against these
people is harsh. They had more knowledge of Scripture than
anybody else, and Jesus expects more from them.

8. God the Father already gave plenty of testimony to af
firm that Jesus is His Son and the promised Messiah (v. 37).
These biblical scholars should have applied this testimony to
someone right in front of their eyes. What should they have no
ticed, but did not (v. 36)?

9. These men avidly studied Scripture. What did they hope
to gain by such a pursuit (vv. 39-40)?

lOa. Studying Scripture is a most honorable pursuit, yet
these men would never find what they were hoping to get. Why
did they miss it?
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b. How can this tragedy still happen today?

11a. In verse 45, Moses is a representative of the entire Old
Testament Scriptures. According to Jesus, why is Moses going to
accuse these men-in other words, what is Moses' charge
against them?

b. Why is Moses' charge against them completely valid?
(See vv. 16-18.)

12. Knowledge of God's Word without faith in Jesus Christ
is useless. In fact, it could be dangerous because it can give a
false sense of security (vv. 39-40, 45). Why?

13. However, through faith in Jesus and His sacrifice on the
cross as our sin-payment, what does Christ's Word freely give
us? (See vv. 24-25.)
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Preview: Old Testament Types of Jesus

As Martin Luther put it, the entire Old Testament points to
Jesus Christ (see the Participant Introduction). And although the
Old Testament is filled with Messianic prophecies about Jesus,
He appears on page after Old Testament page in more than just
prophetic words.

Another way Jesus is shown in the Old Testament is
through types. Types are examples of what Jesus the Messiah
would be like. Although some types of Jesus are places (such as
the temple, where people could intercede with God and offer
sacrifices for their sins) and some types of Jesus were events (the
crossing of the Red Sea that saved God's people but destroyed
His enemies), we will focus primarily on people types.

Since the next session will focus on Abraham as a type of
Jesus, why not review some of this patriarch's life before your
group meets again? Since such a major portion of Genesis (chap
ters 11-25) reports on the life of Abraham (earlier called Abram),
you may wish to concentrate on one or more chapters as sug
gested below:

Chapter 12-The Calling of Abram
Chapter 15-God's Covenant with Abram
Chapter 16: I-IS-Abram Promised a Son
Chapter 21-The Birth of Isaac
Chapter 22:1-18-The Testing of Abraham

Through the Week

('3 Each day this week, as a part of your personal, daily de
votions, ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to see Christ in the
Old Testament. Ask yourself how the knowledge that the Old
Testament is about Christ could change your approach to the
Old Testament and your use of it.
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In Closing

Close by singing or reading in unison "Abide, a Dearest
Jesus" (LSB 919; ELH 571; CW 333; LW 287; LBW 263; TLH
53).

Abide, a dearest Jesus,
Among us with Your grace

That Satan may not harm us
Nor we to sin give place.

Abide, 0 dear Redeemer,
Among us with Your Word,

And thus now and hereafter
True peace and joy afford.

Abide with heav'nly brightness
Among us, precious Light;

Your truth direct and keep us
From error's gloomy night.

Abide with richest blessings
Among us, bounteous Lord;

Let us in grace and wisdom
Grow daily through Your Word.

Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our strength,

Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length.

Abide, 0 faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;

Grant steadfastness and help us
To reach our home above.
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C8 Session 2 8'.>

Abraham and Jesus: Great
and Greater Still

Our Goals for This Session

By the power of God's Spirit working through His Word,
we will

view Abraham as a type of Christ;

discover how God established His kingdom by the calling
of Abraham, and how He establishes it now among us
through Christ.

Getting Started

Briefly reread "Preview: Old Testament Types of Jesus"
from the first session. If you had time to read about the life of
Abraham in Genesis, share your favorite part.

Getting into the Word

Why Abraham?

The Book of Genesis spends nearly 14 chapters on the life
of Abraham, certainly indicating his importance in the history of
God's people.
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Abraham provides us with an outstanding example of a
faith-filled man in service to God. More importantly, he is an
other example of God using an imperfect human being (see
Genesis 12:10-20 and Genesis 20) to fulfill His purposes. See
also Genesis 16:1-4.

14. What weakness do you see in Abraham?

15. Why are these accounts important?

Through such events we are reminded that the Old Testa
ment is not really about Moses, Abraham, David, or anyone like
them. It's about God and His gracious love toward His creatures.

That gracious love is seen most clearly in Jesus Christ. He is
the fulfillment of all the Old Testament. The Old Testament re
veals God at work in and for His people. Jesus is the one greater
than any Old Testament temple or priesthood (Matthew 12:6);
the one greater than any Old Testament prophet (v. 41); and the
one greater than any Old Testament king (v. 42). The Old Tes
tament-all of its events, roles, and people-are brought to com
pletion in Jesus.

16. Why can we say that without the key that is Jesus
Christ, the Old Testament remains a locked mystery?

A caution not to overdo is in order. Abraham is a type of
Christ, true. Yet studying types is not precise; it's not like 2+2=4.
Rather, with Jesus as the key, we can say of all the Old Testa
ment, "This event points to a greater event; this person to a
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greater Person." Seeing that greater truth is what we seek in
these lessons.

Looking At and Beyond Abraham

Read about God's call to Abraham (then named Abram) in
Genesis 12:1-3. The following questions may help you to view
Abraham with a double vision-to look at the man, Abram, but
then also to look beyond Abram to the greater One who is im
plied.

Reread verse 1. Before God pronounces great promises for
Abram, He essentially gives him two basic commands.

17. "Go!" Think of what that command meant in a wild,
lawless, often roadless, dangerous world. Discuss how you
would have felt if you were Abram receiving this call from God.

18. "Leave your country!" What might Abram's starting
over away from family, tribe, and home have to do with his rela
tionship to God?

19. How was God giving Abram an opportunity to defy the
practical realities and depend on Him alone?
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20. Read Psalm 121. How might those have been Abram's
words?

21. How might that prayer sound in our age? On your lips?

22. The promise held out to Abram is spelled out in Genesis
12:2-3. What would God build through Abram's faith? (See es
pecially v. 2.)

23. Name some ways that all people would be blessed
through Abram.

24a. Read John 1:1-3, 10-11. Jesus, too, left His Father's
country to wander in a new and dangerous world. What risks
would Jesus face that were familiar to Abram?

b. Upon whom would both Abram and Jesus have to de
pend?
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25a. Abram faced a possible threat on his life from Pharaoh
and King Abimelech. Jesus faced a similar threat (Matthew 2:1
8, 13-18). Although the threats were similar, how did the reac
tion of the adult Abram differ from that of the baby Jesus?

b. One was a mature man. The other was an infant. Yet
would God protect them any differently? Give reasons for your
answer.

c. Read Matthew 18:2-4. When we find ourselves in threat
ening situations, what does God tell us by this promise?

26a. Abraham was the father of the Hebrew nation (Gene
sis 12:2, 15:5), called "the people of God" and "the kingdom of
God." Look at Luke 1:29-35. What people of God would Jesus
lead?

b. How are the kingdoms begun through Abraham and Je
sus alike? different?
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27a. Examine Luke 1:32 closely, comparing it to Genesis
12:2. Why are both leaders called great?

b. What connection might a first-century Jewish person,
familiar with Abraham, make?

28. The children of Abraham were in the kingdom by birth.
How does one become a member of Jesus' kingdom? See Mat
thew 8:10-12 as you discuss.

Children of God, Children of Abraham

"Go from the past, the familiar, the flawed, and the sinful.
Go to a place I will show you. Go!" That's what God directed
Abraham to do.

Abraham went. More importantly, Jesus went.
29a. What "going" is a part of your following Jesus Christ?
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b. From what did you (or do you) go? See the Small Cate
chism on Baptism and the baptismal vow (LSB, p. 270).

Read Matthew 10:37-42, especially verse 39.
30a. List the similarities you find between your calling as a

child of God and Abraham's calling, as well as reasons why
Abraham is called the father of all who believe (Romans 4: 11).

b. What things is Jesus calling us to leave behind?

c. What is the point of leaving them behind?

31a. It is a principle in God's kingdom that we lose in order
to gain. Share, if possible, times when God worked out this "lose
to find" principle in your life. For instance, when do we most
resist this calling of God? Why?
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b. Have there been times when you were as afraid as Abra
ham was before the Pharaoh or King Abimelech?

By the power of God's gifts of grace and faith, we actually
can give up ourselves to follow Christ. Read Romans 12:1-3.

32a. Share what gains you may have found as a result of
following Christ.

b. When other things in our lives are threatened or lost,
how does this help us see God our Father as our provider? Jesus
as our brother and fellow sufferer? the Holy Spirit as our coun
selor and comforter?

33. Read Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16. It is, of course, a de
scription of Abraham. Yet look closely at verse 14; it's an invita
tion to include us as fellow aliens and strangers on earth. In what
sense are you a stranger or alien?

34a. Share those times when you may have felt like a
stranger and alien here. What brought that reality home to you?
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b. When are your longings for our Father's heavenly coun
try strongest?

35a. Reread verse 16. Despite all we have done to shame
God by our sin, God is not ashamed to be called our God! How
is that possible?

b. In your own words, tell how that promise gives strength
and hope, especially during the rough times of your pilgrimage
as disciples.

Before We Leave

C!8 God is not ashamed to be called our God. That may
have moved Paul to write, "I am not ashamed of the gospel, for
it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes"
(Romans 1:16). People have written hymns to express the joy
that comes when we realize God's unashamed love for us.
Which hymns that capture this theme are your favorites? As a
group, select one of those hymns and include it (sung or spoken
as a prayer) in your closing devotion.
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In Closing

Close by singing or reading in unison "Let the Earth Now
Praise the Lord" (LSE 352; ELH 165; CW28; LW33; TLH91).

Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner's help and friend.

What the Fathers most desired,
What the prophets' heart inspired,
What they longed for many a year,
Stands fulfilled in glory here.

Abram's promised great reward,
Zion's helper, Jacob's Lord
Him of twofold race behold
Truly came, as long foretold.

As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.

Bruise for me the serpent's head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.
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Abraham: A Father and His
Son

Our Goals for This Session

By the power of God's Spirit working through His Word,
we will

identify how God uses Abraham and Isaac as types to por
tray the greatest salvation event in history;

explore the Scriptures to apply God's promises to our own
lives;

thank God the Father for providing us with a Substitute
who sacrificed Himself for our sins.

Getting Started

Nowhere in Abraham's life and probably nowhere in all the
Old Testament is there a higher type-of-Christ incident than that
awe-filled event recorded in Genesis 22. It is not only an event
that points to a greater event in the life of Jesus; it also points to
the greatest salvation event for us.
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Getting into the Word

All in the Narne

In order to understand what this event meant for Abraham,
imagine what it must be like to carry his name. Abram means
"exalted father," yet he was childless. Later, God named him
Abraham, which means "father of a multitude" (see Genesis
17:5), but he still had no children of his own. No wonder Abra
ham planned to select Eliezer of Damascus, a servant, as his
heir.

For Abraham to trek around the world with a name like his
was no small act of faith in the Lord God who had promised him
a son. Imagine Father of a Multitude introducing himself to
someone who knew the Hebrew man was childless! Whether or
not his name invited jests or knowing winks, Scripture does not
say. It only says Abraham bore in his name the very promise of
God-a promise that (Abraham might have thought) God took a
long, long time to fulfill.

Take a few moments to discuss the following points:
36. Read Genesis 18:1-15. Abraham and Sarah were quite

old when God reaffirmed His promise that they would have a
child. What indications does the text give that Sarah had given
up all hope by this time?

37a. Reread verse 12. What was Sarah's reaction when she
heard God's promise that within a year she would be a mother?
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b. Why do you think she kept her reaction to herself?

38. Try to put yourself in Sarah and Abraham's situation.
How do you think you would react to a restated promise that
you felt was long past possible fulfillment?

39a. Read Genesis 21: 1-7. Their son, Isaac, was born just
as God promised. (Note how old the new parents were!) Now
what was Sarah's reaction (v. 6)?

b. On the surface, the reaction seemed the same; yet why
was it completely different?

40a. Isaac means "laughter." Why was the name of Sarah
and Abraham's son so appropriate?
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b. What does it mean about God's faithfulness in fulfilling
His promises?

Your Son, Your Only Son

Read now about one of the greatest type-of-Christ incidents
in the Old Testament in Genesis 22:1-19.

41. Abraham and Sarah waited so long for the birth of their
son that it seems unthinkable that God would command Abra
ham to sacrifice him. A sacrifice of Isaac would have negated
God's promise (Genesis 15:4-5). Yet what was Abraham's reac
tion to God's command? (See Genesis 22:3.)

42. "Your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love"
(Genesis 22:2). Isaac is the son promised to Abraham. Why do
you think God emphasized that father-son relationship just be
fore He commanded Abraham to sacrifice his son?

43a. How is Jesus described in Matthew 4:16-17; 17:1-5;
1 John 4:9; and in the familiar John 3:16?
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b. Connect Jesus' titles here to the event on Mount Moriah
in Genesis 22. List ways that Abraham's role is like God the Fa
ther's and ways that Isaac's role is like God the Son's.

44. Abraham never questioned the need for making such a
sacrifice. He simply proceeds to carry out God's command.
What must have been going through Abraham's mind on the
way?

45. Yet when Isaac asked how they would get the sacrificial
lamb, Abraham's answer is prophetic (Genesis 22:8).

a. What kind of lamb did Abraham have in mind?

b. What kind of lamb did Isaac have in mind?

46a. Abraham was absolutely correct. God would provide a
lamb for sacrifice. Immediately God provided the ram caught in
the bushes (v. 13). Yet ultimately, what lamb did God have in
mind? (See John 1:29.)
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b. What would this lamb's sacrifice accomplish?

47a. Why does God highly commend Abraham (Genesis
22: 12)?

b. Yet why could this same high praise be given to God
Himself? (See Romans 8:32.)

48a. Compare Genesis 22:2 with verse 12. Why do you
think God refers to Isaac a second time as "your son, your only
son"?

b. What similar emphasis do you find in Romans 8:32?
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49a. Read Hebrews 11: 17-19. The inspired writer asserts
that Abraham, knowing it was necessary for Isaac to die, trusted
that God could raise him from the dead. What very strong hint is
the writer of Hebrews making?

b. What new reason do we have for seeing Isaac as a type of
Christ?

The Ram on the Tree

Perhaps some people don't understand God the Father's
love for His Son. Perhaps they never consider how God felt
about His Son hanging on the cross until they see Abraham's son
on the altar. God put His true story into two human characters,
Abraham and Isaac, and gives us a preview of what He would
do Himself-with a notable exception! Abraham and Isaac are
types, meaning that something bigger would come later. One
bigger thing would be the sacrifice itself. Abraham thought his
son would have to die, but the young man was spared. God
knew His Son would not be spared.

Reread Genesis 22:12-14 and discuss the following points:
50a. For the first time in the Old Testament, we see a word

(often translated "instead of') that conveys the idea of substitut
ing one life for another.

A ram was sacrificed instead of Isaac. What words does the
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text use to show that it was no coincidence or mere accident that
the sacrifice happened to be there (v. 14)?

b. Compare this with what Jesus said about Himself in
Mark 10:45. English versions may translate the phrase "for
many," but the original Greek preposition literally means "in the
place of, instead of." How does this make the meaning stronger
and clearer?

51a. There was no substitute waiting in the bushes to be
sacrificed instead of Jesus. Jesus was the substitute. Read 2 Co
rinthians 5:21.

Why do we need a substitute as only Jesus can be?

b. The One who had no sin (Jesus) was made to be sin for
us! Then according to this text, what does that make us (who do
have sin)?
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52a. Abraham called that place of sacrifice "The LORD will
provide" (Genesis 22: 14). It has a double meaning. What is the
obvious meaning for Isaac?

b. What is the meaning for us, especially when we need as
surance that payment has been made for our sins?

53a. God made a great promise to Abraham (Genesis
22: 17-18). Because Abraham did not withhold his son, what was
the result?

b. Because God our Father did not withhold His Son, what
similar result occurred?

c. How are you included in this promise?
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Before We Leave

~ You are included in the promise! God did not withhold
His Son from death, and as a result, our Father got you! Share
with each other the strength and comfort that can bring, espe
cially during trials or times of doubt. As a member of an enor
mous family of children of God and fellow heirs of Christ, how
has that helped you? Brainstorm for specific ways you can
strengthen and uplift others in the family of God the Father. In
your closing prayer, include a petition for the strengthening of
God's family, the Church, throughout the world.

In Closing

Close by singing or reading in unison "The God of Abra
ham Praise" (LSB 798; ELH 69; L W 450; LBW 544; TLH 40).

The God of Abr'ham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above;

Ancient of everlasting days
And God of love.

Jehovah, great I AM!
By earth and heav'n confessed;

I bow and bless the sacred name
Forever blest.

The God of Abr'ham praise,
At whose supreme command

From earth I rise and seek the joys
At His right hand.

I all on earth forsake,
Its wisdom, fame, and pow'r,

And Him my only portion make,
My shield and tow'r.
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The God of Abr'ham praise,
Whose all-sufficient grace

Shall guide me all my pilgrim days
In all my ways.

He deigns to call me friend;
He calls Himself my God.

And He shall save me to the end
Through Jesus' blood.

He by Himself has sworn;
I on His oath depend.

I shall, on eagle wings upborne,
To heav'n ascend.

I shall behold His face;
I shall His pow'r adore

And sing the wonders of His grace
Forevermore.

Though nature's strength decay,
And earth and hell withstand,

To Canaan's bounds I urge my way
At His command.

The wat'ry deep I pass,
With Jesus in my view,

And through the howling wilderness
My way pursue.

The goodly land I see,
With peace and plenty blest:

A land of sacred liberty
And endless rest.

There milk and honey flow,
And oil and wine abound,

And trees of life forever grow
With mercy crowned.
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There dwells the Lord our king,
The Lord our righteousness,

Triumphant o'er the world and sin,
The Prince of Peace.

On Zion's sacred height
His kingdom He maintains

And glorious with His saints in light
Forever reigns.

The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing,

And "Holy, holy, holy!" cry,
"Almighty King!

Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be:

Jehovah, Father, great I AM!
We worship Thee!"

The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high.

"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!"
They ever cry.

Hail, Abr'ham's God and mine!
I join the heav'nly lays:

All might and majesty are Thine
And endless praise!



03 Session 4 8!)

Moses and the Greater
Moses

Our Goals for This Session

By the power of God's Spirit working through His Word,
we will

identify how God uses Moses as a type to portray major
salvation events in the life of Christ Jesus;

identify how God raised up Moses as a type to portray
Christ Jesus Himself and the rescue/deliverance/salvation
He would bring to humans;

recognize in these events the promises of deliverance that
God gives us.

Getting Started

"... the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of
it," the rabbi said, and there He stopped (Matthew 7:27). That's
when, according to reliable reports, winds of another kind started
blowing. With excitement, the crowds that day confessed that
they never before had heard anyone teach like this Jesus of Naz
areth did, because "He was teaching them as one who had au
thority, and not as their scribes" (Matthew 7:29).
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No wonder the Jews were amazed! Not stated, but certainty
hinted by Matthew, was the fact that the Jews were looking for
someone precisely like Jesus-not merely a scholar of Scripture,
like the scribes, but a prophet more like Moses.

54. Where did they get such an idea?

Even the outcast, semi-Jewish Samaritans, such as the
woman at the well, knew that a Messiah would come who "will
tell us all things" (John 4:25).

55. Samaritans accepted only Moses' writings, so how did
she know that?

Most Jews knew that Scripture promised a great prophet
like none since Moses, who had foretold of one "like me from
among you, from your brothers." Read Deuteronomy 18:15-19,
which the first-century Jews and Samaritans held up as the stan
dard for evaluating whoever claimed to be Moses' true and only
successor. Jesus made that claim for Himself (John 4:26). Is He,
therefore, the greater Moses? Together, let's explore.

Getting into the Word

No Ordinary Child

First-century Jewish readers of Matthew's Gospel would
see Jesus in the text, but the deeper they read, the more they
knew they had heard this story once before. They were correct.
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Read about the birth of Moses in Exodus 1:8-2:10 and
about the birth of Jesus in Matthew 2:1-18. List some similarities
that you see. To help you start, discuss the following questions:

56a. Both Moses and Jesus were born in lands suffering un
der oppressive kings.

The king of each land felt threatened. By what? What simi
lar recourse did each king take?

b. Both baby boys' lives were threatened by the kings. Al
though by different means, both boys were spared while most
boys were not. What message did their rescue give to the Jewish
reader? to us?

c. God intervened to rescue both boys, although Matthew
makes it easier to see God's direct hand in saving the infant Jesus
(dreams of the Magi and Joseph). Ironically, where did both
boys find sanctuary?

d. What message does that send about God's power to en
act His plans despite evil rulers?
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Moses was raised in a royal palace; Jesus, obviously, was
not. Yet both shared a potential to achieve high status.

57. Reread Exodus 2:10. What claim could Moses make as
the son of Pharaoh's daughter?

58. Matthew goes into much more detail, offering Jesus'
genealogy. Read Matthew 1:6-11; it is a list of fourteen kings.
(See also Gabriel's announcement to Mary, Luke 1:32.) What
claim could Jesus make if He chose?

No Ordinary Man

Instead of claiming their rightful positions, both young men
identified with the suffering of their own people.

59a. Read Exodus 2:11-15 and Acts 7:22-29. What actions
demonstrate Moses' concern for his fellow Hebrews?

b. What was the reaction of the king? of his own country
men?
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c. Why do you think Moses was rejected by the very ones
he was trying to help?

d. According to Hebrews 11:24-27, for whose sake was
Moses enduring this disgrace?

60a. Read Matthew 9:35-36. Here we see a portrait of Je
sus, concerned for people and determined to help them. Yet how
is Jesus' help far higher than Moses'?

b. Luke 4:16 reports that Jesus was also rejected by His own
townspeople. Why didn't they accept Him?

Greatest Prophet and One Greater Still

Moses claimed to speak for God. He spoke God's Word
and will to the people. Jesus refers to Old Testament Scripture as
"Moses and the Prophets" (Luke 16:29). Moses' written word
carried with it God's authority.
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61. Review God's call to Moses (Exodus 3:1-4:17) if you
have time. Moses was well aware of his inadequacies and fail
ures. He couldn't face the holy God (3:6). Yet what surprising
thing did God tell Moses that He told no other prophet, priest, or
king? (See Exodus 4:16,7:1-2.)

To speak against Moses was to speak against God Himself.
When Aaron and Miriam, Moses' brother and sister, opposed
Moses, their jealousy was evident. Read Numbers 12:1-15.

62a. What complaint did Miriam and Aaron have against
their brother (v. 2)?

b. How does God's response show that Moses was higher
than any other Old Testament prophet?

63. Now reread Matthew 7:28-29. Compare it with Mat
thew 28:18-20 and Hebrews 10:28-31. How did Jesus fulfill the
prophecy given in Deuteronomy 18:15, 17-19?

42



A Savior and the Greater Savior

Few incidents in all of the Old Testament carry the message
of salvation more magnificently than the escape of God's people
out of Egypt-particularly, the historic crossing of the Red Sea.
Moses, an outstanding type of Christ, was the one appointed by
God as rescuer.

Read Exodus 13:17-14:31. Certainly, God rescued the Isra
elites physically by parting the sea's waters and ushering them
through on dry ground to the other side (14:22). But there was a
strong spiritual salvation taking place as well.

Before the crossing, God had claimed Israel as the covenant
people through Abraham. Yet, despite all the signs, the plagues,
and the answered prayers, the Israelites still had little, if any,
faith in God.

64a. See Exodus 14:11-12. What response did the Israelites
give when they spotted the Egyptian army coming after them?

b. What does this say about their faith in God?

65. After their safe crossing, the Israelites saw themselves
saved and the Egyptians drowned. Reread 14:30-31. What re
sponse do we see from the Israelites for the first time?
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66a. God acted! Have someone in your class define covenant
(use a Bible dictionary). Why is a covenant based on God's sav
ing action stronger than a covenant based on our obedience?

b. Was Israel saved because it obeyed or because God was
gracious?

The Red Sea crossing was so spectacular that from that
time onward, God's prophets would frequently use it to point to
the even grander salvation event, the death and resurrection of
God's Son, Jesus.

67a. You may be familiar with the picture of the new king
dom that the Messiah would bring (Isaiah 11:6-9). Now read
how God says in poetic language how He rescued people at the
Red Sea (vv. 15-16). How did pointing back to the Red Sea res
cue help people believe that God would rescue them again?

b. Why would this promise be such a comfort to God's
people?
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c. The coming rescue will be greater. What description is
given in verse 15 that shows that God will do more than just
make a path through the sea?

68a. The death and resurrection of Jesus would become our
greater deliverance. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 12-28. Why did
Paul stress the great number of people who witnessed the resur
rected Jesus?

b. Without the event of Jesus' resurrection, what value
would there be in Christianity?

69a. Jesus does not keep His resurrection to Himself. Read
Romans 6: 1-12. How are we linked to the great event of Christ's
death and resurrection?

b. From what are we now freed?
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c. For what (or whom) do we now live?

70. Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-2. How was the Red Sea cross
ing a "baptism" for the Israelites? List the similarities.

71a. When the Israelites saw their salvation event unfold
before their eyes, faith took root. They finally trusted God and
His servant, Moses (Exodus 15:31). How was this similar to the
first Christians when they saw their risen Lord?

b. How does "seeing" the resurrection in the Word help
strengthen our faith?

Wrapping It Up

There are dozens more similarities between Moses and Je
sus. Moses was called out of Egypt. So was Jesus (Hosea 11:1;
Matthew 2:15). Moses spent forty days and nights fasting on
Mount Sinai before God gave him the Law. Jesus fasted for forty
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days and nights in the wilderness before delivering the best
commentary on the Law, the Sermon on the Mount. Both gave
the Law from mountains. Both ended their ministries on moun
tains. Both bound those who followed them to their word. What
other similarities can you discover?

Before We Leave

OJ People knew that Jesus was more than an ordinary
preacher or prophet. He was more like Moses than anyone, but
differed obviously in the way He spoke. "Moses spoke about
God; Jesus spoke about Himself' (David Scaer, What Do You
Think ofJesus?, [St. Louis: Concordia, 1973], p. 96). Discuss how
you might have reacted to Jesus if you were a biblically learned
person of the first century. Let everyone share.

Share what the clear connection between Moses and Jesus
means to you now. What assurances do you see? What help in
time of trouble? What new insights do you have toward your
own Baptism? What strength does that offer you? How might
you share this assurance with someone else?

In Closing

Close by singing or reading in unison "0 Bless the Lord,
My Soul" (LSE 814; ELH 369/60; CW 238; LW 457; LEW 538;
TLH27).

a bless the Lord, my soul!
Let all within me join

And aid my tongue to bless His name
Whose favors are divine.

o bless the Lord, my soul,
Nor let His mercies lie

Forgotten in unthankfulness
And without praises die!
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'Tis He forgives thy sins;
'Tis He relieves thy pain;

'Tis He that heals thy sicknesses
And makes thee young again.

He crowns thy life with love
When ransomed from the grave;

He that redeemed my soul from hell
Hath sov'reign pow'r to save.

He fills the poor with good;
He gives the suffrers rest.

The Lord hath judgments for the proud
And justice for th' oppressed.

His wondrous works and ways
He made by Moses known,

But sent the world His truth and grace
By His beloved Son.





About This Series

The Insight Series is a short adult Bible study.
Each course looks at an important biblical topic or
theme. Use these courses to gain insight into the
Scriptures. Learn what God is saying about Himself,
about you, and about His Good News of salvation
in Jesus Christ. These insights will help you as you
go about your disciple's task of living in the Word
and will equip you for a more fruitful study of
Scripture.

In They Testify ofMe, discover the rich multi
tude of God's Gospel promises in the Old Testament
by seeing Jesus in the people, events, and places
recorded in these Scriptures. This exploration of the
Old Testament will not only make it come alive, but
will also strengthen your faith in Him.

ISBN 10: 0-7586-1466-7

,JJ.JJ
Bible Studies / Topical

20-3725


